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They shared first names. They both first came to Florida looking for a healthy place for their wives.

And they both fell in love with the place and with its potential. Henry Plant and Henry Flagler also

shared passions for railroads and hotelsÃ¢â‚¬â€•and they both ignored the word

Ã¢â‚¬Å“impossible.Ã¢â‚¬Â•Henry Plant, who had steamships in addition to railroads, was

determined to have his trains running to a port for ships on the west coast of Florida. In 1884 Plant

realized his dream when his rails reached Tampa. With the grand opening of his fantastic Tampa

Bay Hotel in 1891, Plant reached another goal.Henry Flagler first visited Florida in 1878, and he

liked what he saw. He came back and built railroads and grand hotels along the east coast so that

Northerners could enjoy the beauties of the state. By the end of his long and productive life, he had

built a railroad all the way to the very end of the Keys. It arrived in Key West in 1912.Both Henrys

were very determined and practical. They met all the great challenges they set for themselves. Their

efforts brought growth and development to both coasts of Florida.Ages 12 and up
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This book was written for young people good overview of the history of two important men who

greatly assisted in the development of Florida
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